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INSTEAD OF A PREFACE

A new stage in the study of the unique historical and cultural heritage of Tayk is devoted to the
study of the historical and architectural monuments of the Arsyatspor district. This beautiful corner in
the heart of Tayk is one of the most important testimonies of the cultural and historical development of
the Armenian people.

The research presented to the reader is the result of our field work carried out by our research
team over the past three years. Both during the first and the following expeditions (14-20 August
2023, 17-22 August 2024) we encountered a number of difficulties. However, they did not limit the
importance and scope of the study. We focused on a comprehensive study of the architectural and
cultural monuments of Arsyatspor district, their contextualisation and a deeper understanding of the
historical processes that took place here over time.

The fortification complexes of Arsyatspor, which are truly the calling card of Tayk, have been
preserved in Arsyatspor. Their relatively good preservation allows us to classify them according to
their provincial (Arsis, Berdagarak, etc.) and local significance (Nikhagh, Vorjnhakh, VVzhanget, etc.)
and to reconstruct the general system of fortification construction in the district.

It is of particular interest to note the existence of a number of relatively well-preserved religious
buildings and complexes in a number of settlements within the district. These include the Parkhar
monastery complex, as well as churches in Kudrashen, Karmirk, Kiskim, Chichapagh, Sunents,
Geghut-Tsutsula, and elsewhere. The general solutions are of significant interest. For both the
achievements of the medieval Tayk-Gugark school and the late medieval developments and
achievements of the new period.

The architectural and housing solutions of traditional Armenian residential houses and
complexes documented in Kiskim, Kudrashen, Karmirk, Khevak, Chichapagh, Khandadzor, Sunents,
Geghut-Tsutsula, Vahna and other villages allow us to observe the achievements and main stages of
development of residential architecture in Arsyatspor.

Within the frame our field work, particular attention was paid to the study of settlements on
both banks of the Chorokh River, as well as the Parkhar’s Gorge. These regions, which are affluent in
historical and architectural monuments, have thus far remained understudied by Armenian researchers.
Our research enabled us to identify and document a significant number of valuable monuments, many
of which are at risk of complete disappearance.

One of the most significant outcomes of the expedition is the comprehensive study of the
monuments of the formerly Armenian Khotorjur. It is noteworthy that, despite the extensive
destruction of Armenian monuments in Turkey, a considerable number of churches, tombstones and
lithographic inscriptions in Khotorjur have survived. The findings elucidate hitherto unknown aspects
of the religious and cultural life of Arsyatspor district, demonstrating the diversity and intricacy of its
historical trajectory. Of particular significance are the tombstones and lithographs unearthed in the
district, which facilitate a more precise reconstruction of the demographic and ethno-religious profile
of the region across different historical eras.

The Arsyatspor district, with its traditional residential architecture, monastic complexes and
fortresses, best reflects the enormous influence of Armenian civilization not only in historical Greater
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Armenia, but also in neighbouring regions. During our expeditions, special attention was paid to the
documentation and general analysis of buildings of various importance. This allowed us to identify
typical features and peculiarities of the architecture of the Arsyatspor district. A distinctive feature of
this work is the comprehensive and unified study of Arsyatspor settlements: landscape - residential
structure - fortress - church. This approach makes it possible not only to document what has been
preserved, but also to attempt to “restore” the appearance of the district in different historical periods.

The research has also addressed the issue of the changing demographic and ethno-religious
picture in the district caused by political factors.

Presenting this work to the reader is a confident step in the direction of studying the historical
and cultural heritage of historical Tayk, which has so far been neglected by Armenian studies. We
hope that our discoveries in Arsyatspor will contribute to the further study and popularisation not only
of the district, but also of the entire Tayk heritage.

The formation of the expedition and the implementation of the work was also facilitated by
financial support from the organisation "Land and Culture".

Author's Team

BMECTO NPEIUCJIOBUSA

HoBbiil 3Tan u3ydeHHs] YHHKAJIbHOIO HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOro Hacienusi Talika MOCBSILEH
W3YYEHUIO MaMATHUKOB UCTOPUM M apXUTEKTYpbl OKpyra Apcsimop. OTOT MPEeKpacHBIH Yrolok B
camoM cepaue Taiika sBISETCS OJHUM U3 KIIIOUEBBIX CBUIETEIBCTB KYJbTYpPHOTO M UCTOPHYECKOTO
pa3BUTHUS apMSHCKOTO Hapoa.

[IpencraBnenHast Ha CyA 4MTareds paboTa SIBISIETCS PE3YNbTAaTOM MOJIEBBIX HCCIEIOBAHHM,
MPOBENCHHBIX HalIC HCCIeNOBAaTEIbCKOM TPYIION 3a mocienHue Tpu roga. Kak B xone mepBoi
SKCTEIUIINH, TaK U B XOJI€ MOCIEIYIONNX 3a Hel sxcneaunwmii (14-20 aBrycra 2023 1., 17-22 aBrycra
2024 r.) MBI CTOJKHYJIHCh C PSIOM TpyAdHOcTed. OJHAKO OHM HE CY3WIH 3HAYUMOCTh U O0BEM
UCCIIEIOBAHUA. MBI COCPENOTOUMINCh Ha KOMIUIEKCHOM H3YyYEHUHM APXUTEKTYPHBIX M KYJIBTYpPHBIX
NaMSTHUKOB OKpyra ApCsunop, WX KOHTEKCTyalu3alud W 0Oosiee TIyOOKOM MOHUMaHWU HCTO-
PUYECKHX MPOLIECCOB, TPOUCXOAMUBIINX 3/1€CH BO BPEMEHH.

B Apcsaunope coxpanwinch GpopTuuKanroHHbIE KOMIUIEKCHI, SBJISIOIIUECS TOUCTHHE BU3UT-
HBIMU KapToukamu Taiika, OTHOCHTEIBHO XOPOIIas COXPaHHOCTh KOTOPBIX MO3BOJISIET Kiaccu(UIM-
poBaTh MX IO NpOBHHLHMaTbHOMY (Apcuc, bepmarapak m ap.) m mectHomy 3HaueHuto (Huxax,
Bopmxuxax, Bixanrer u ap.), a Takxke BOCCO3JaTh OOIIYIO CHCTEMY (QOPTHPHUKAIMOHHOTO CTPOH-
TEIbCTBA OKPYTa.

Oco0blil MHTEpEC MPEACTABISIOT U3BECTHBIE M HOBOBBISIBIICHHBIE CPABHUTEIBHO XOPOIIO COX-
paHMBIIKECS KYJIBTOBBIE COOPY>KE€HHUS M KOMIUIEKCH B A€ HACEIEHHBIX MYyHKTOB OKpyra: MOHac-
Teipckuid koMmIiutekc Ilapxap, nepksu B Kyapamene, Kapmupke, Kuckume, Unuanaxe, CyHeHg,
leryr-Lymnyna u ap. B oOmmx pemeHusx HaOMIOMAIOTCS KaK JOCTIKEHHS CPEJIHEBEKOBOM ITKOJIBI
Taiik-I'yrapka, Tak U MO3JHECPEIHEBEKOBBIE Pa3paOOTKH U JOCTIKEHHUSI HOBOTO IIEPHOJIA.

ApPXUTEKTYpHBIE W >KMIIHUIIHO-CTPOUTEIBHBIE PELICHUsS TPaJWLUOHHBIX ApMSIHCKHX >KHIIBIX
JIOMOB U KOMIUIEKCOB, 3anokymeHTupoBanHele B Kucknme, Kynpamene, Kapmupke, Xeake, Unua-
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maxe, Xanmanzope, Cynenre, ['eryr-Ilyiyna, Baxue u qpyrux cenax, Mo3BOJISIOT HAOIIOAATh JOCTH-
YKEHHSI 1 OCHOBHBIE 3TAITbl Pa3BUTHS JKUJION apXUTEKTYphl B ApCSIIIOpE.

B xone moneBbIX nccienoBaTeabCKuX paboT ocoboe BHUMaHUE OBIIO YAENEHO H3YICHHUIO Toce-
neHuit ByX OeperoB pexu Yopox, a taxxke [lapxapckoro ymenbs. DTH perHoHbl, 60raTble HCTOPUKO-
APXUTEKTYPHBIMHU MAMSATHUKAMH, 10 CHX TIOpP OCTABAINCh BHE MOJS 3PEHUS apMSIHCKHX HCCIeI0Ba-
teneil. Hama pa®oTa mo3Boimia BBISIBUTH M 33J0KYMEHTHPOBATh MHOXKECTBO IIEHHBIX MaMSITHHKOB,
MHOTHE U3 KOTOPhIX HaXOAATCS Ha TPAHU MOJHOTO UCUE3HOBEHMS.

OmanM w3 HanOoJee 3HAYMMBIX JOCTIDKEHHH JKCHENUIIUN SBISETCS AeTalbHOE H3Y4YCHHE
MaMSITHUKOB HEKOT/a apMsHCKOro XoTopkypa. MHTepecHO, 4TO, HECMOTps Ha OecyHCICHHBIC
MIPOSIBIIEHUS] BapBapCKOIr0 pa3pylIeHUs] apMSHCKUX NMaMATHUKOB B Typumu, B XOTOpaXKype IO CHUX
IIOp COXPaHUIIOCh OOJBITIOE KOJIMIECTBO IIEPKBEH, HAArpoOuit u muTorpaduiaeckux Hamgmuced. OOHa-
py’KE€HHBIE HAaXOJKHU MPOJIMBAIOT CBET HA paHEe HEHU3BECTHBIE CTOPOHBI PETUTMO3HOM M KyJIbTypHOU
KU3HU OKpyra Apcsanrop, moKa3slBas MHOTO0Opasre U CIIOKHOCTD €ro UCTOPHIecKoro myTH. Ocolyro
LEHHOCTh MPEACTaBIAIOT HAaArpoOMs W JuTorpaduu, HalWIeHHBIE Ha TeppuTopuu OokKpyra. OHu
MO3BOJIIIOT 0OJiee TOYHO BOCCTAHOBHUTH JEMOTpadUUecKUil M STHOPEIMTHO3HBIA OOJHMK pernoHa B
Pa3HbIE HCTOPUYECKHE TIEPHUOIBI.

Oxkpyr Apcsmmnop ¢ ee TpaauIIHOHHON KUIOW apXUTEKTypOil, MOHACTHIPCKUMHU KOMILIEKCAaMH U
KpEMOoCTAMHU JIyYIlle BCETO OTPAXKAET OTPOMHOE BIMSHHE ApPMSIHCKOW IUBIIM3ALMN HE TOJIBKO B
HCTOpUYECKOl Bennkoit ApMeHWH, HO W B COCEIHHMX PETHOHAaX. B HammMX 3KCHemuIusx ocoboe
BHUMAaHHUE YIENSAJIOCh JOKYMEHTAUK U OOIEeMy aHalM3y COOPYXCHHUH PasIYHOro 3HAYeHHs. DTO
MTO3BOJIAJIO BBIJICNIUTh THITMYHBIE YEPTHI U OCOOEHHOCTH apXHTEKTYphl OKpyra Apcsmmop. Otmudn-
TEJNBHOW YepTOH JaHHOW pabOTHI ABISIETCS KOMIUIEKCHOE U €IMHOE M3yUYeHHE TIOCEICHU Apcsiimopa:
maHAmadT - KWIOE IOCTPOCHHE - KPETNOCTh - IEPKOBb. TaKoW IOAXOJl TO3BOJISIET HE TOJBKO
JOKYMEHTHPOBATh COXPAHHUBIIIEECS, HO U MOIBITATHCS «BOCCTAHOBUTHY OOJIHMK OKpPYTa B pa3HbIE UCTO-
pUYECKUe MEPUOIBI.

B pamkax mccrmemoBaHusl Takke OBLT 3aTPOHYT BOMPOC 00 M3MEHEHHH JeMorpaduueckoi u
STHOPEJIUTHO3HON KApTHHBI B OKPYTe, BEI3BAHHOW MOJIUTHYECKUMH (DaKTOPAMH.

[IpencraBnenre gaHHOM pabOTHI YUTATEINIO ABJSAETCS YBEPEHHBIM ILIIarOM B HAINPABJICHUU H3Y-
YeHHsI WCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOTO HAacjemusi ucropuyeckoro Taiika, 0O CMX TOp OcCTaBaBIIerocs 0e3
JIOJDKHOTO BHUMAaHUSI apMEHOBEZICHUs. MBI HaJleeMcsl, YTO Hallll OTKPBITHS B Apcsinope OyayT cro-
COOCTBOBAThH JajbHEUIIEMY M3YUCHHIO W TOMYJISAPU3ANNAN HE TOJIBKO OKPYra, HO W BCETO HACIEIUs
Tatika.

DOpMUPOBAHHIO IKCTIEIUIMU H OCYIIECTBICHHUIO Pa0dOT criocoOCTBOBaNa Takke (UHAHCOBAsS
MOJIIEPKKa, OKa3aHHas opraHuzanueil «3emist u Kyabtypay.
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HACEJIEHHBIE ITYHKTBI APCAIIIIOPA

Puwljujuyph hh
wijwunidp

Fuwljur]uyph
unnp whjwunidp

Puwljur]uyph
ynnpphtwwnukpp

&NrAwk z209pS - 4OPOXCKAA JOJIMHA - CHOROKH VALLEY

Upuhu
Arsis
Apcuc

Kilickaya

40°42'32.8"N 41°29'01.2"E

Fhppugpuly
Berdagrak
bepparpak

Cevreli

40°44'45.6"N 41°28'52.2"E

béwdnp
Itsadzor
Huaznsop

Uziimbag:

40°43'12.5"N 41°20'26.3"E

Yhuyhd
Kiskim
Kuckum

Alanbag1

40°41'23.1"N 41°24'26.3"E

Unotip
Kojek
Komxex

Celtikdizu

40°45'00.0"N 41°29'50.2"E

Unippupki
Kudrashen
Kynpamen

Gegitagz

40°39'05.5"N 41°17'29.4"E

Zudghwn
Hamzit
Xamsur

Yusufeli

40°48'45.2"N 41°32'53.1"E

Zmuquutp
Hungamek
XyHramex

Dokumacilar

40°46'05.6"N 41°19'47.4"E

Swju
Chala
Yama

Yusufeli

40°48'18.0"N 41°32'29.0"E

10

Uhfuwn
Nikhagh

Huxax

Yokuslu

40°41'01.8"N 41°20'11.7"E
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Npetuhwn
Vorjnhagh
Bopmxuxax

Kopriigoren

40°41'11.5"N 41°21'32.5"E

12

2npnup
Chordvank

YopaBank

Tekkale

40°48'50.9"N 41°28'18.2"E

13

Qnnpljug
Jorkants
Jl>xopkaHiy,

Yamaciistii

40°36'13.5"N 41°23'26.7"E

14

Lwunpklwdnipy
Karekamurj
Kapexamypmx

Karakamis

40°41'31.4"N 41°17'52.6"E

NULTVUCD UPLK -

PARKHAR GORGE - ITAPXAPCKOE YIIEJIBE

Upduotu
Armashen
ApmalreH

Esendal

40°57'46.0"N 41°34'01.0"E

uliuly
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Nwppuwp
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